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REMARKS 

Claims and 4-14 were finally rejected in the Office Action mailed on October 30, 
2006. That Action included withdrawal of an earlier restriction requirement with respect to 
claims 5 and 6. Claims 5 and 6 have been reentered and are currently amended. 

These remarks also incorporate portions of the remarks made in the unentered 
Amendment dated February 9, 2007. 

Claims 1 and 4-14 were objected to because of a number of informalities 
specifically identified by the Examiner. 

One informality, affecting claims 1, 4, 9 and 12, relates to a lack of clarity as to 
whether the invention being claimed is the connection verifying device 91 per se or the 
combination of the verifying device with the pipe 65 and the connector 3. Claim 1 has 
been amended to claim the verifying device per se by including details of the connector in 
the preamble of the claim and to refer to the connector elements in the body of the claim 
with functional language. Independent claim 4 recites an assembly of the pipe, connector 
and verifying device. Amended claim 10, incorporating the subject matter of cancelled 
claim 9, and amended claim 13, incorporating the subject matter of cancelled claim 12, 
have been amended to positively recite an assembly, in a manner similar to amended claim 
4. 

With respect to claim 1 , the phrase "the connection engageable portion on the 
engageable part of the retainer" was found to lack proper antecedent basis. The preamble 
of claim 1 has been amended, in line 7, to substitute "on" for "and" in a manner believed to 
overcome the objection. 

Claims 5, 6 and 8 have been amended to eliminate objectionable awkward and 
confusing language. 

Claims 9 and 12 (the subject matter of which is now incorporated into claims 10 and 
13 respectively). Claims 10 and 13 have been amended to incorporate the subject matter of 
allowable claims 1 1 and 14, respectively. 
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The application is now believed to be in condition for allowance and further 
favorable action is respectfully requested. 



Andrus, Sceales, Starke & Sawall, LLP 
1 00 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1 1 00 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
Telephone: (414)271-7590 
Facsimile: (414)271-5770 



Respectfully submitted, 
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